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forms in place in order to get them out for this tax year. T he
bill crea te s th e State Fair Fou n d ation Fund , and a llows this
foundation to receive the designated funds. As it ' s currently
written, the first ye ar of the fund would go earmarked to pay
f or the start-up o p erating expenses fo r the Depa rtment o f
Revenue, so th ere wou ldn't be no added cost to the state for
their extra effort they have in setting t his up . After the
f irst yea r, the mone y earmarked g oes to the Sta t e Fai r
Foundation, used to carry out the du ties of the f o undation and a
public-private partnership established to enhance th e wo r k of
the foundation. On your desk you will find a list of the newly
appointed members of the foundation board. And I have to stress
here that this new foundation board, to me, is the future of the
S tate Fair Park in Nebraska. Many of you know, the S tate Fair
Park has been struggling for several years. And there has been
a foundation established, but it's not been very a c tive. And
now they have put new members on that board. These individuals
have been selected based on their extensive business e xperience
and their community involvement, and they are certainly the kind
of people that you need on a foundation of this kind. The core
g roup is what's on your sheet. But they' re in the p rocess n o w
of trying t o add new members that would represent all areas of
the state, which of course is what we intend to do. An d that' s
what the State Fa ir is for, for all the people of this state.
Other information you might be interested in , there are existing
checkoff programs, such a s the endangered s p ecies c h eckoff,
w hich amounts to abou t $75,000 a year that they receive in
checkoff funds; and the campaign finance checkoff f u nd, wh ich
results in about $9,000 in reve nue for that pur pose.
These...the Tax Commissioner's Office h as p ro jected a nnual
p roceeds from th i s par ticular c heckoff f und to be in the
neighborhood of 40 to 50 thousand dollars. As most of you k n ow
who have bee n inv olved and have heard the discussion based on
the State Fair, we passed legislation last year to give new
direction for th e Sta t e F a ir. A long w ith th at , the State Fair
Board has brought on a new board mern...new fair manager, Patrick
Lloyd, who brings with him 20 years o f experience in run ning
fairs. And as I need to indicate here, last year was the first
year that there has been a positive income for the State Fair in
Nebraska in a good many years . W e th ink , and I th ink , with
t hese ch an ges that are now taking place at the S t ate Fair Park ,
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